
 
 

Any child who has musical potential deserves the opportunity 
to nurture this talent to its full extent. 

 
Who we are: The MusicLink Foundation is a non-profit organization located in Arlington Virginia 
with a nineteen year program history of developing the talents of promising students in financial need 
across the country. Quite simply, our mission is to create musicians, one student at a time. We reach 
students who show musical potential and interest, but who easily fall into the cracks because of the lack 
of adequate school music programs, inability to pay for lessons, and the absence of teachers who can 
provide training near their homes or schools. We are able to do this by partnering with qualified teachers 
willing to reduce their normal rate by at least half to offer this opportunity to children who might not 
otherwise have it.  
 
Our MusicLink professional teachers have provided over 300,000 hours of instruction to over 4,500 
students in 37 states, equivalent to $7.2 million of in-kind service to the program. We have set a goal to 
reach 5,000 students in all 50 states by the end of 2012, our twentieth anniversary year.  
 
The beauty of the program is its simplicity – simply link a student with a teacher and watch potential 
grow. MusicLink can provide $5,000 worth of services for every $1,000 donated because of our in-kind 
contributions of instruction, instruments, and materials. 
 
Our teachers and parents have witnessed the impact musical training makes on at-risk youth in our 
MusicLink programs. Students engaged in musical activities fill after-school time with practice, 
rehearsals and lessons. Students build a healthy work ethic of self-discipline, problem solving, and time 
management that generalizes to achievement in school.  
 
Our unique mission emphasizes long-term instruction that builds a bond between teacher and student 
that provides positive mentorship as well as musical instruction. The MusicLink Foundation continually 
guides student musical progress with ongoing training, provision of instruments, and performance 
opportunities to build self-esteem and applaud potential.  This guidance and assistance is the first step 
toward a college scholarship or employment in the music business.  
 
To learn more about the MusicLink program, visit our website at:  www.musiclinkfoundation.org   
E-mail:  info@musiclinkfoundation.org    Phone:  703-534-9490 
 
 



 

Executive Director  Joanne Haroutounian, Ph.D. 
Founder of the MusicLink program and director of the program since 1992.  
International consultant in musical talent identification. Adjunct professor of 
piano and pedagogy at George  Mason University for over  20 years. Author 
of numerous music texts and Kindling the Spark:  Recognizing and 
Developing Musical Talent, Oxford University Press. 

 

Board of Directors   
President:   Dr. Joanne Haroutounian, George Mason University, 

  Fairfax VA  
Secretary:   Martha Smith, Independent music teacher, Southern MusicLink           

 Coordinator Arlington VA 
Treasurer:   William Haroutounian, National Symphony Orchestra, Washington DC 
 
Charles Kinney Attorney, Washington DC 
Grace Jean  Journalist, music critic, Washington Post, Washington DC 
Sue Wege,  Independent music teacher, Minneapolis, MN 
Virginia Gutierrez  Public Relations Director -  Greater Miami Convention and Visitors 

 Bureau, Miami FL 
Nancy Carter  Visual artist, Arlington VA 
 

MusicLink Regional Coordinators 
  
Director  Sue Wege     
South Central & 8811 Hillside Trail 
Midwest  Cottage Grove, MN 55016 
  651-458-0143 
  swege71@comcast.net 
  
North East   Judy Vanesse 
  267 South St. 
  Wilder, VT  05088 
  Jvan2006@comcast.net 
   
MidAtlantic  Wendy Jones 
  4826 Hickory Ridge Rd. 
  Roanoke, VA  24018 
  540-915-3002 
  eatjones@verizon.net 
  
Southeast  Nancy Carter 
  1076 N. Montana St. 
  Arlington, VA 22205 
  703-534-3607 
  n.carter6@verizon.net 



  
North West   Eileen Knox    
  3734 NW 144th Pl.     
  Portland, OR 97229 
  503-244-8777 
  eileenknox@comcast.net 
  
Southwest  Gail Fischler 
  441 E. Codd St. 
  Tucson, AZ 85701 
  520-797-2829 
  drgailf@gmail.com 
      

National Office Staff 
  
Assistant Director: Bronwyn Towle 
  349 N. Granada St. 
  Arlington VA 22203 
   703-525-8519 
  bronwyntowle@comcast.et 
  
 

Advisory Board  
 
Marvin Hamlisch NY: Eminent composer and conductor 

  
Andre Watts  PA: Internationally known concert 

 pianist 
 
Verdine White  CA: Bass guitarist with Earth Wind and 

 Fire, director of the 
  Verdine White Foundation 
 
Scott McBride Smith  CA: Director of the International 

Institute for Young Musicians, Director 
of the Royal American Conservatory 
Examinations. 

 
Carolyn Callahan VA: Chair, Dept. of Educational 

Leadership, Foundations and Policy, 
Curry School of Education, University of 
Virginia.  Leading research and expert on gifted education.  

 
Doug Schmitt MN: Vice President of Schmitt Music Co., a major music dealer in the 

West and Midwest.  
 


