
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

MusicLink began as a 
simple idea—link an 
eager student in financial 
need, who has a passion 
to learn music, with a 
caring teacher who can 
be a mentor over years of 

lessons. MusicLink has reached a milestone 
of 30 years with totals shown below of stu-
dents, hours of instruction, and in-kind 
scholarship donation. As an incentive to see 
MusicLink grow during this 30th year, we are 
reaching out to teacher colleagues across the 
country who share this simple idea to join us 
by registering students they may already be 
teaching at a discount (50% or less of normal 
fee). Our goal is to reach a total of 8,000 stu-
dents during this anniversary school year. 

MusicLink teachers are eligible for discounts 
or free music from our business partners and 
their students can receive music camp schol-
arships. We encourage any teacher reading 
this annual report to “join us!” 

MusicLink celebrates its 30th Anniversary 
with accomplishments documented in a 
book, MusicLink Foundation—30 Years of 
Creating Musicians, One Student at a Time. 
The volume contains memories starting with 
the early years of the MusicLink program in 
Virginia, its growth to the national level 

through its partnership with MTNA, and the 
emergence of the MusicLink Foundation as a 
non-profit organization reaching thousands 
of students across the country. The book 
includes photos of our Teacher Laureates (20 
years) and all MusicLink Senior Achievement 
Award and Ruth Stenson Award winners. 
We include memorable events, such as receiv-
ing MTNA’s Achievement Award in 2017 
recognizing the MusicLink Foundation’s  
significant and lasting contribution to music 
and music teaching.  

Donors who support the MusicLink 
Foundation with a contribution of $500 or 
more will receive this commemorative vol-
ume with our thanks. Our Annual Report 
contains statistics on MusicLink’s progress as 
well as showing the accomplishments made 
across the country during this past year.  
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MUSICLINK® FOUNDATION STATUS REPORT 

As of October 10, 2022, the MusicLink® 
Foundation has reached 7,875 students; 
provided over 588,400 hours of 
instruction, equivalent to over $16.54 
million of in-kind scholarship donation.

REPORT
of the MusicLink® Foundation 

Fall 2022

annual
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MusicLink® 
Students by State 

The maps show the total of students served 
by MusicLink® over the past 30 years. Stars 
(★) indicate states adding new students 
during the 2021–2022 fiscal year. 

Alaska: Sara Anderholm 

Arizona: Lynnette Barney 

California: Mary Burroughs, Susan Culbertson, Bruno Damico, Lily Diehl, Elizabeth Erickson, Christine 
Rosander, Melody Schwarz, Maureen Spranza  

Colorado: Larry Graham, Mika K. Inouye, Alexandra Kagan, Ben Raznick, Kevin Sakai 

Connecticut: Lani Bortfeld, James Kessler  

Florida: Emily Breezee, Tanya Brooks, Mysti Dye, Hannah Flook, Tarra Guerra, Sarah Robertson, 
Jessica Schoenfeld, Laura Sinclair, Joe Sullivan 

Georgia: Deborah Brady, Corina Brito, Robin Engleman, Debra Hughes, Marguerite Lane, Nora Martin, 
Christine Morrow, Judith Siegel, Lois Simon 

Iowa: Nancy Cree 

Illinois: Phyllis Calderon, Gregory Comonal, Sarah Gasse, Marcia Mally, Deborah Meier, Marcie 
Monaco, Judith Shaltry, Janna Williamson, Judy Zylstra 

Indiana: Tiffany Arnold, Carol Phipps, Sarah Sponseller, Sarah Strickland, Lynelle Vogel, Meghan 
Weatherford 

Kansas: Leonetta Chaves-Bibby, Laura Martinez, Judith Naillon, Zachary Seckman, Natalie Weber 

Louisiana: Theresa Franks, Ruth Roland 

Massachusetts: Kimberly Chung, Michelle Gordon, Ling Guo, Kallin Johnson 

Maryland: Sylvie Beaudoin 

Maine: Mairead Guy, Hannah Park 

Michigan: Leslie Hess 

Minnesota: Annalise Aakhus, Megan Bauman, Eric Bell, Ruth Borash, Leisa Bragg, Siri Caltvedt, Jaette 
Carpenter, Debra Chenoweth, Pat Dymacek, Caleb Erickson, Emily Feld, Anna Jeanne Flesner, Ellie Fregni, 
Laura Geissler, Charlotte Grantier, Kay Hawkins, Marilyn Henry, Paul Hintz, Ashley Hodapp, Ellen Jepson, 
Tzipporah Johnson, Chloe Knott, Sue Krebsbach, Sylvia Lange, Caroline Langfeld, Sara Langmead, 
Monica Larson, Jackie Lo, Rachel Lonetti, Tara Meade, Diana Mills, Christina Misso, Susan Munson, Rebecca 
Nelson, Jennifer Parker, Laura Potratz, Sue Ruby, Karen Saunders, Sandra Sheih, Carolyn Towler, Emily 
Valine, Nancy Van Kampen, Brian Van Stavern, Elizabeth Westlund, Rachel Weyandt, Rachel Williams, 
Michael Wolter

Missouri: Elizabeth Karako, Hudson Lin, Jan Scott 

North Carolina: Jenniffer Campbell, Sheila Dacus, Laura Dale, Travis Owen 

North Dakota: Janice Eckworth, Priscilla Keogh, Sandy Weisenberger 

Nebraska: Rebecca Bogardus, Derek Day, Lori Supernaw 

New Hampshire: Ellen Schwindt 

New Jersey: Nancy Vanderslice 

New Mexico: Suzanne Judd 

New York: Christina Carissimo, Christine Pulliam Melamed, Michael Park, Lorie Parmalee, Jean Russak, 

Christina Sahloff, Tamara Slobodkin, Jean Vilkelis, Julie Wegener 

Oklahoma: Katharine Schelp, Cortney Toumayan, Jennifer Walschap 

Oregon: Emma Downing, Adam Eason, Suzanne Gaye, Lisa Hansen, Suzanne Hryniw, Marjorie 

Janove, Bonnie Kraxberger, Stephan Nance, Carol Ratzlaf, Claudia Reinsch, Ruth Sadilek, Paul Safer, 

Debra Sostrin, Amy Vanacore, Penelope Wolff, Ashlee Young 

Pennsylvania: Geena Jung, Cassie Rumbough 

Rhode Island: Victor Mansella 

South Carolina: Tekoa Freeman-Morris, Deb Kithianis, Meghan Poole, Deborah Ruth 

Texas: Sherry Frush, Regina Graham, Won Yong Lee, Corine Maldonado, Jose Quesada, Gladys Scott, 

Rebecca Stricker 

Utah: Alissa Dorman, Denise Williams 

Virginia: Anne Beamer, Dave Belazis, Kathryn Brunner, Meredith Buchanan, Greg Genter, Tatyana 

Hearne, Francesca Hurst, Paul Jung, Cora Lee Khambatta, Peggy Newhall, Tia Norris, Matt Richardson, 

Olga Roberts 

Washington: Catherine Behrenst, Heather Forbes, Rose Hashimoto, Jessica Kelly, Dana Moffett, Louise 

Nedela Greene, Barbara Oakley, Brandy Pancoast, Amanda Snell, Angela Wentz, Yimo Zhang   

Wisconsin: Laurie Bridwell-BoeDee, Cindy Duszynski, Kayme Henkel, Mollie Preston, Sandra Statz, Chelsea 

Windmoeller-Schmit

OUR CURRENT MusicLink® TEACHERS 
OVERALL TEACHER TOTAL: 4,406. TEACHERS ADDED THIS YEAR: 300. ACTIVE TEACHERS AS OF 10-10-2022: 204.  
Hall of Fame Teachers (5–9 years); Teachers of Distinction (10–14 years); Teachers of 
Distinction with Honors (15–19 years); Teacher Laureate (20+ years). 



MusicLink® 30th Anniversary Videos 
MusicLink is celebrating its 30th year by 

broadcasting online videos of teachers, stu-
dents, and alumni who have been part of 
MusicLink for many years. Hopefully you 
find these short glimpses and performances 
enjoyable. We encourage any MusicLink 
teacher to share a short student performance 
or a personal tribute through video. Send 
videos or personal stories to musiclink.foun-
dation@gmail.com. 

Current videos include a 
testimonial by Tatyana 
Hearne (VA), a Music -
Link teacher in the pro-
gram since 2005 and per-
formances by two of her 
students, Richard and 
Raylen Tang. MusicLink 
30th anniversary videos can 

be found on the MusicLink website. 

 
30th MusicLink® Teacher in 2022 

As part of our 30th Anniversary celebration, 
we recognize our 30th new active teacher of 
2022. Welcome to Laura Geissler, a violin 
teacher from Stanton MN who registered a 
student for MusicLink in August. Laura is a 
registered Suzuki instructor for violin. Her 
hope is that her students develop a life-long 
love of music and their violin, along with 
friendships that extend far beyond the violin 
studio. As a gift from MusicLink, Laura 
received three levels of Chamber Music 
Sampler, a set of piano trios edited by Joanne 
Haroutounian.  
 
30th Anniversary Goals: 
• The state that adds the largest number of 

students in 2022 will be recognized with 
an article in an upcoming eLINK.  

• Goal of reaching 1.3K followers on our 
Facebook page (currently 1.2K) 

• Goal of reaching $100,000 in donations 
by the end of 2022 ($52,000 to go) 

 
MUSICLINK® HALL OF FAME 

The heart of MusicLink lies in our teachers 
and their dedication to reaching out to 
deserving students over many years of 
instruction. We honor teachers who have 
taught through MusicLink over the years 
through our Hall of Fame recognition. This 
year there were 12 teachers who reached our 
Hall of Fame category (5–9 years): Gio 

Andollo (NY), Barbara Borries (WA), 
Jenniffer Campbell (NC), Mysti Dye (FL), 
Pat Dymacek (MN), Kris Olson (MN), 
Ronit Seter (VA) Maureen Spranza (CA), 
Sandra Statz (WI), Nancy Stone (OR), Mary 
Swanson (OR). Five teachers reached the 
Teacher of Distinction category (10–14 
years): Kay Hawkins (MN), Caroline 
Langfeld (MN), Marcia Mally (IL), Rebecca 
Smith (MN), Gene Swanson (MN).  

We were thrilled to have 2 teachers reach 
the category of Teacher or Coordinator of 
Distinction with Honors (15–19 years). 

 
SENIOR AWARDS 

The MusicLink Foundation Senior Award 
of Excellence recognizes a graduating senior 
who has shown ongoing commitment to les-
sons and has made significant progress in musi-
cal studies, performing at an outstanding level. 
The $1,000 award is made possible by the 
Arline and Russell Bridge Endowment Fund.  

 
MusicLink® Senior Achievement Award 
Winner—Samuel Norton 

We were pleased to pres-
ent the 2022 Music Link 
Senior Award of 
Excellence to Samuel 
Norton, a piano student of 
Sylvia Lange of Maple 
Grove, MN. Samuel began 
exploring music at the age 

of three through The Kiddie Keys Program in 
Green Bay, Wisconsin. He started private 
piano lessons at the age of five, followed by 
violin lessons a few years later. Throughout 
the years, Samuel has performed in the 
MMTA State Honors Contest, Minnesota 
Music Teachers Forum Recitals, several duets 
at the MMTA Ensemble Festival, and per-
formed Beethoven’s Sonata Pathetique at the 
Senior Honors Recital last summer.  

He continues to advance his musical 
knowledge and skills through the completion 
of MMTA Theory and Syllabus Exams. 
Additionally, Samuel has played for the 
Greater Twin Cities Youth Symphony as a 
violinist and sings with the Chesterton 
Academy Choir. He has earned High 
Distinction on seven levels of piano exams 
and has received several Honors ratings in 
MMTF recitals. Additionally, he has partici-
pated in the MMTA Honors Concert as a 

State Contest winner. Samuel currently 
attends Thomas Aquinas College, in Santa 
Paula, California. 

Samuel’s essay includes his thoughts on 
learning the Classics in piano. “I love sharing 
with others what I was fortunate enough to 
have had shared with me by my parents and 
music teachers, namely the often-forgotten 
beauty in Classical music. To me, there is no 
better feeling than introducing someone to a 
completely new style of music and then 
watching them enjoy it even though they 
were initially hesitant. As I move forward 
into college, I am sure I will cross paths with 
those who were not as fortunate as I was. 
Thankfully the college I will be attending has 
a strong musical culture and curriculum.” 
 
SENIOR GRADUATE RECOGNITION 

Each year we feature MusicLink graduat-
ing seniors in the July issue of the eLINK. 
We are so proud of these young musicians as 
they continue to seek out music as they enter 
young adulthood. This year there was a total 
of 9 student graduates: Michelle Benitez 
(CA), Imani Esbrand (MD), Kylie Frush. 
(TX), Chavah Kurasz (WI), Sophie Pancoast 
(WA), John Perez (CA), Carla Becerra 
Sabrera (VA), Emily Schmidt (ND) and 
Avery Stevenson (TX). Their writeups are 
available through our website under the 
News Archives, eLink July 2022. 
 
MUSICLINK® CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS 

We were pleased to help send MusicLink 
students to music camp this summer. The 
MusicLink Summer Camp Scholarship pro-
gram offers camp scholarships to any student 
who has taken lessons through the program 
for at least six months and has been accepted 
into a camp prior to applying for the schol-
arship of up to $250. This year scholarships 
were given to 16 students who attended 
summer programs in Virginia, Georgia, 
Texas, and North Carolina. The photos 
below feature Taylor and Callie Wood, stu-
dents of Sherry Frush (TX) who enjoyed the 
Abilene Performing Arts Music Theatre 
Production Camp. 

 

 
MusicLink® Accomplishments 2021–2022
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Patti Nyien, IL

Samuel Norton

Raylen Tang

Sandy Weisenberger, ND

Tatyana Hearne (VA)

Richard Tang

Callie Wood (standing)

Taylor Wood (center)

https://musiclinkfoundation.org/
https://musiclinkfoundation.org/ml_30th/ml_30th.html#hearne
https://musiclinkfoundation.org/ml_30th/ml_30th.html#hearne


KURZEN CAMP SCHOLARSHIP 
The Dorothy B. and  
Mel Kurzen Camp 
Scholarship provides an 
annual scholarship of 
$1000 to a select Music -
Link student who is seek-
ing a summer experience 
at a music camp where 
tuition fees exceed our 

normal $250 camp scholarship. This year this 
scholarship was awarded to Malik Muhammad 
who attended the Interlochen Center for the 
Art Summer Music Camp in Michigan.  

He performed in the Intermediate Concert 
Orchestra under Orchestra Director Liber 
Cuervos. He notes “the repertoire that we 
went over were the most difficult pieces I 
have ever played. The camp helped me learn 
to sightread and I improved in my posture. 
Aside from music, the experience of walking 
freely on campus was almost like a college. I 
met a variety of people from all over the 
world at all different levels of proficiency who 
are serious about their musical studies. Going 
to Interlochen is something I would recom-
mend to every musician and is something I 
intend on going to next year.” 

 
FUND RAISING EVENTS RAISE 
$11,000 FOR MUSICLINK® 

Virginia: The holiday season wouldn’t be 
complete without the Fairfax-Loudoun 
Music Fellowship (FLMF) Holiday 
Serenades Concert at the Dulles Town 
Center. This year holiday music was provid-
ed by students of eleven FLMF teachers. The 
performers were predominantly pianists, but 
there was also a vocalist, a clarinetist, as well 
as accompanying percussion instruments.   
FLMF is proud to be able to donate $1,000 
to the MusicLink Foundation from this 
benefit concert! 

Minnesota: The Minnesota MusicLink 
Playathon returned to the Mall of America 
this year after missing a year due to the pan-
demic. The playathon featured 154 perform-
ers with 27 teachers represented. The play-
athon raised over $10,000 for the MusicLink 
Foundation. Our thanks to the Minnesota 
Music Teacher Association volunteers, 
Kathryn Karg for coordinating emcees and 
livestreaming the event and Gary Wege for 
photos. Sue Wege has organized this amazing 
event each year—quite special to students, 
teachers, parents, and shoppers! 

 
Other Fund-Raising Events  

If you or your organization would like to 
include a fund-raising event for the 
MusicLink Foundation in the next few 
months, consider the following possibilities, 
described fully on the website www.fundmu-
siclink.com. 
• Playathon or Benefit Concert—an event 

that brings music to the community and 

helps our kids. Ideas to get started are on 
the website.  

• Promise to Practice—a private studio 
teacher or school organization can pledge a 
certain amount per hour of practice over 
several weeks. This is a novel way to 
encourage practice and help our kids as 
well. Details and practice grids are on the 
MusicLink website. 

 
WEBSITE SPOTLIGHTS 

The MusicLink Found -
ation website features 
Student, Teacher, and 
Alumni Spotlights on its 
home page. When surfing 
the web, do click on these 
spotlights to learn more 
about the outstanding 
people that make the 

MusicLink Foundation so special.  
Coordinator Spotlights were featured in 
eLinks throughout the year to acquaint 
MusicLink teachers and readers with our all-
important team that link teachers and stu-
dents. Articles featured Pam Jensen, National 
Administrative Assistant; Bonnie Callahan, 
Northeast Regional Coordinator; Alissa 
Dorman, Southwest Regional Coordinator. 
 

CALLING ALL ALUMNI—30th YEAR 
UPDATES 

The MusicLink Foundation has estab-
lished an Alumni Group to reach out to over 
1400 alumni who are enjoying music in their 
lives thanks to their connection to MusicLink 
as they grew as student musicians. We invite 
our alumni to be part of our 30th Anniversary 
celebration by submitting a short description 
of what they are doing now so we can share 
through our Alumni Spotlights on our web-
site as well as in the eLink newsletter. If we 
gather enough articles, we plan to make a 
special Then and Now book of alumni. 
Alumnus David Kim is the chair of the 
MusicLink Alumni Group and is eager to 

hear about what is happening in the lives of 
our alumni through Facebook or our website 
or email: MusicLinkalumni@gmail.com.  

 
TEACHER REIMBURSEMENT AND 
GRASS ROOTS GRANTS 

The MusicLink Foundation provides reim-
bursement for teachers for student music and 
event fees. This year we raised the grant to 
amounts up to $200. These grants are distrib-
uted in October, February and June. This fis-
cal year (July 1, 2021–June 30, 2022) teacher 
reimbursements totaled $1,038.73. They 
were sent to 16 teachers representing AK, 
CO, IL, IN, MN, ND, NJ, OK, TX, WA.  

Our Grass Roots Grant program assists 
new MusicLink programs or projects that 
may include moving a piano for a student. 
This year we raised the amount of the grant 
up to $500 with applications accepted in 
October, February, and June. This year the 
foundation awarded grants totaling $4,584 
to Minnesota Music Teachers Association, 
Hopewell North Music Cooperative (MN), 
Saving Grace Music School (SC), Sara 
Anderholm, (AK), Oregon MusicLink (OR), 
Denise Ondishko (OR), Francesca Hurst 
(VA), Nancy Vanderslice (NJ), Phyllis 
Calderon (IL), Steve Waters (MO), Amanda 
Snell (WA).  
 
INSTRUMENTS IN-KIND DONATIONS 

This year the MusicLink Foundation 
received instrument and music donations of 
$25,000, not including over $25,000 in dis-
counted and free music distributed directly 
to our MusicLink teachers through our busi-
ness partners. These donated instruments are 
distributed to our students throughout the 
year. In-kind donations are italicized in our 
donor list in this report. Instrument dona-
tions can be made on both MusicLink 
Foundation websites: www.musiclinkfoun-
dation.org, www.fundmusiclink.com. 
 
NEW MUSICLINK® BUSINESS 
PARTNERS AND ALLIANCES 

The MusicLink Found -
ation received the 2022 
Great Nonprofit badge 
designating the organiz -
ation as outstanding for 
the ninth year in a row.  

We invite you to visit the Business Partner 
and Alliance Partner pages on our website to 

Josias and Emily Fong

Malik Muhammand and Liber Cuervos
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Pam Jensen

Student Brandon Chen Alumnus Erika Roderick

Bonnie Callahan Alissa Dorman

Teacher Patti Nyien, IL

https://musiclinkfoundation.org/stud_archive/2022.php#mar
https://musiclinkfoundation.org/stud_archive/2022.php#mar
https://musiclinkfoundation.org/stud_archive/2022.php#mar
https://musiclinkfoundation.org/stud_archive/2022.php#mar
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view the full roster of businesses and 
organizations supporting us across the 
country. We recognize the following added to 
the roster this past year: 

Business Partners: Instrumental Angels, 
Boston, MA; School of Rock, San Ramon, 
CA; All Keyed-Up Piano Shop, Kansas City, 
MO; Bloomington Symphony Orchestra 
Children’s Instrumental Recovery Program 
(CHirp), IN; PianoCycle, MN; Duet 
Partners; Elizabeth Borowsky, Piano 
Prodigies. 

Alliance Partners: Headwaters Music & 
Arts, Bemidji, MN; Presentation Arts 
Center, St. Louis, MO. 

We thank Lucy Chu Stokes and Lucy Chu 
of EZ Notes as they close their business, after 
decades of partnership with MusicLink.  
 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO MUSICLINK®— 
MANY OPTIONS 

At this time of year, we ask our readers to 
support MusicLink’s mission that “any child 
who has musical potential deserves the 
opportunity to nurture this talent to its full 
extent, creating musicians, one student at a 
time.” You may choose to donate online 
through our website or send a check to our 
national office. Other options below may 
appeal to you to personalize your donation. 
You can keep track of our donation process 
on the thermometer on the home page of our 
website during this giving season. 

We are always pleased to see donations that 
represent meaningful support of our mission 
to help students in need have access to ongo-
ing musical training. Louis Fidel spread the 
work of the MusicLink Foundation through 
his dental practice. This year he closed the 
practice and donated $10,000 to MusicLink. 
The Kanter Kallman Foundation supports 
the New York MusicLink program each year 
with donations of $3,000 to $5,000. The 
Michael R. Rezendes Family Foundation 
provides a recurring donation of $500 
monthly to the organization. The Mattlin 
Foundation and Severude Family Found -
ation also provide continuous support with 
donations of $1,000 each year. We recognize 
all silver and gold donations on the 
Donations page of this Annual Report.  

Recurring Donations are a simple way to 
contribute on a regular basis—monthly, bi-
monthly or every six months. Online donations 
through Network for Good on our website pro-
vides this type of choice for interested donors. 

The MusicLink Camp 
Sponsor Program is a 
wonderful way for donors 
to personalize their contri-

butions of $250 or more for a 
specific MusicLink student 

seeking a music camp experience. Simply 
designate your contribution as a camp spon-
sorship along with the name you would like to 
use for the scholarship. This program is espe-

cially worthwhile for larger contributions that 
can send an outstanding student to music 
camps where fees easily surpass $1,000. We 
will personally keep camp donors abreast of 
the progress of these students who will use 
these scholarships. Simply email us at 
info@musiclinkfoundation.org for details.  

Legacy Partners  
The MusicLink 
Found    ation is fortu-
nate to have a group 

of donors that are part of our Legacy 
Partners, donating from $5000 (Bravo) to 
$10,000 or more (Encore) annually to guar-
antee ongoing funding to link teachers with 
students and provide lessons, instruments, 
camp scholarships, and other opportunities 
for students and teachers. You may wish to 
join this important group of donors to secure 
MusicLink for years to come. 

We enjoyed eight years of Legacy Partner 
support (Bravo level) for the MusicLink DC 
program from the Louise P. Zanar Fund. 
Before closing, their fund this year, the 
MusicLink Foundation received a final 
donation of $5,000. We thank them for 
their support.  

We thank Bill and Brigid Brakefield 
(Encore Level) who were the first donors to 
the MusicLink Foundation when it was origi-
nally established as a 501 c3 charity. Bill and 
Brigid have hosted several playathons in their 
home where they performed along with 
MusicLink students and many of their friends.  

William and Joanne Haroutounian 
(Encore Level) established and developed the 
MusicLink Foundation in 1992. They enjoy 
the Legacy Partner status and established an 
endowment fund in honor of Joanne’s par-
ents to support the MusicLink Senior 
Achievement Award each year. 

The MusicLink Foundation Board of 
Directors (Bravo Level) has pledged to sup-
port the MusicLink Foundation through  
the Legacy Partner program. The board 
includes Joanne Haroutounian, William 
Haroutounian, Sue Wege, Andrea Shore, 
Charles Kinney, Linda Christenson, Virginia 
Gutierrez, Nora Martin, and Kathryn Karg. 

Endowment Funds 
The MusicLink Foundation is fortunate to 

have donors who decided to establish an 
endowment fund in honor of a family mem-
ber to foster ongoing musical training to dis-
advantaged students. The endowments are 
named for Arline and Russell Bridge, Gerold 
Christoff, and Dorothy B. and Mel Kurzen. 
These funds ensure ongoing senior scholar-
ships, camp scholarships to prestigious sum-
mer music programs, and ongoing lessons for 
MusicLink students. Those interested in 
establishing an endowment fund should con-
tact the national office: info@musiclinkfoun-
dation.org. 

Planned Giving Ideas  
We have received questions 
from donors regarding how to 
establish an estate plan that 
includes the MusicLink 

Foundation. Planned Giving (or legacy giv-
ing) gifts are payable to a charity upon the 
donor’s death, like a bequest or a beneficiary 
designation in a life insurance policy or 
retirement account. These gifts do not gener-
ate a lifetime income tax deduction for the 
donor, but they are exempt from estate tax. 
Your bequest is a gift that you make through 
a will or trust that lets us know that you 
believe we will be doing good work, far into 
the future.  

You can tell us to use your bequest for a 
particular state or program (like summer 
music camp scholarships) or allow us to use it 
for the needs and opportunities that are most 
relevant to us when your gift is received. The 
IRA Charitable Rollover allows individuals 
over age 70½ to directly transfer up to 
$100,000 per year from an IRA account to 
one or more charities. This transfer counts 
toward the minimum required distribution 
rule for IRA accounts and such distributions 
are free of both income and estate taxes.  

Legacy gifts can make a huge difference in 
the long-term health of a nonprofit. Legacy 
gifts are not just for the wealthy, they’re for 
anyone who believes in our mission and who 
wants to see us continue into the future. 
Consider leaving a legacy…so your cherished 
values live on.

Administration 
Accounting 
Office supplies 
Telephone/internet 
Legal & Bank Fees 
Insurance 
Postage & Printing 
 
Personnel & Management 
Executive Director 
Assistant Director 
Director of Coordinators 
Regional Coordinators (5) 
Training 

Program Services 
Awards: Senior, Teacher Reimbursement 
Camp Scholarships & Grass Roots 
Instrument moving, repair, purchase 
Communication & Newsletters 
Conferences, Recruitment 
Business Partner Plaques 
 
Fundraising 
Playathon rental & supplies 
Totes, pins 

:: 5 ::
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MusicLink® Foundation Donor Support 
 

We thank all of our donors—foundations, corporate sponsors, and individuals—who share our passion to bring music to children in need. We 
have included donations from September 2021 through August 2022. Italicized individuals and business partners provided in-kind donations of 
instruments and/or music.

Benefactor: $10,000 or more 
Bill & Brigid Brakefield, Legacy Encore 
Louis Fidel  
William & Joanne Haroutounian, Legacy Encore  
 
Gold: $5,000–$9,999 
Rosemary Christoff Dolan/Gerald Christoff Endowment Fund    
Dana Hearn     
Elizabeth McGrail/Louise P. Zanar Fund  
 
Silver: $1,000–$4,999 
Sandra J. Baker  
Mary Anne Bennek  
Booz Allen Hamilton/Benevity Community Impact  
Gail A. Johnston   
Victoria & Andrea Kerper 
Winnie Lam  
Richard Mattlin / Mattlin Family Foundation 
Blaine & Heidi Michaelis/Blaine and Heidi Michaelis Giving 

Fund  
Sanjit Mohapatra, dedicated to Mary Jane Schaeffer 
Bill Penny 
Deborah Pollack/Kanter Kallman Foundation  
Lindsay Reine  
Michael R. Rezendes Family Foundation  
Lailah and Allan Severude/Grant from the Severude Family 

Charitable Fund 
Jessica Sivick, in honor of George Everson Grace Terpstra, in 

honor of Grace Justice Millard.  
Martha Smith, in memory of Janet Stokes Kirkpatrick  
 
Bronze: $250–$999 
John Andelin  
Kjell Bergh  
Meghan Davis  
Robert & Elizabeth Dyson 
Merle Greene  
Mitchell Grussing    
Peter & Marilyn Haase 
Brooke Houghton  
Hilary Imm 
Charles Kinney    
Holly Kukkonen  
Jan and Elizabeth Lodal, dedicated to Martha K. Smith 
J. Kenneth Marshall, in honor of Martha Smith   
Neylan McBaine  
Anne Owen  
Roderick Sharpe 
Adam Steckel  
Grace Terpstra  
Martha Toll  
Chandra Mouli Venkataraman, dedicated to Jishnu Raman 
Sue Wege  
Dustin Williams 

Sustainer: $100–$249 
Anonymous, in the name of Gerald and Constance Formsma  
JA and RD Becker 
Christopher Belvedere 
Shira Bens Houshan 
Ben & Marie Bitzer 
Alexander & Tracy Boardman  
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Boardman, The Boardman Family Giving 

Fund 
Beth Anne Bowe  
Lorena Brougher 
Emily Brown, dedicated to the Long family 
Benjamin D. Caton, III 
Beth Chapman 
Maggie Dahlin, dedicated to Anna Dahlin 
James and Roberta DeWire 
Sara Diedrich 
William Dunne 
Melissa Gergel, in honor of Ken McDermott’s 60th birthday  
Douglas and Megan Gilles  
Adam & Heather Green  
Sarah Halvorson  
Holly Hamilton  
Melissa Harris  
Steve Hendrickson 
Jose & Maria Henriquez  
Bill Hnath  
Jana Hollis, Julia Haynes Memorial Fund   
Diana Jagiello  
Deborah & Robert Jorgens  
Richard & Elizabeth Juhnke  
K & S Conservatory of Music   
Lai Lan Ko    
Jenny Kuphal 
Matthew Lerch  
Kirsten Levorson 
Nora Martin  
Irene McBride 
Stacie McBride-Cox 
Dean & Kelly Mitchell  
Ophelia Mnatzakanian    
Scott Mondro   
Michael Moraru  
Debra Murphy  
Christina Oasheim, dedicated to Nora and Quinn Bawek  
Kyaw M. Oo 
Kristin Remer 
Christopher Runk  
Ramon Scavelli, dedicated to Barbara Joan Scavelli   
Andrea Shore 
Raymond Smith  
Eric Soerens  
Maria Stitzel  
Thomas & Martha Stutsman    
Catherine Thacker    
Rory Thompson  
John & Ednamae Trevey    

Sustainer: $100–$249 
Raymond Tschirhart  
Laura Urtel  
Lynelle Vogel  
Jill White  
 
Friend: $10–$99 
Jessica Alberts  
Eric and Alyssa Amaro  
Kardam Anandpara  
Laura Ballagh, dedicated to Ms. Beverly   
Carolyn and Nicholas Bawek 
Kimberly Berg  
Jancyn Bindman, dedicated to Evelyn Scully-Bindman 
Linda Bindman, dedicated to Evelyn Scully Bindman  
Raluca Boac  
Brea Bradshaw  
Natalie & Michael Brady  
Robert & Paula Brand  
Mary Brazell, in honor of Annette Demsey and Erik Richmond   
Eric Cameron  
Jill Campbell  
Apple Joy Canonazo  
Keith Christensen  
Tiffany Cobb  
Andrew Cosgrove 
Claire Daniels Corbett    
Robert and Jennifer Danielson  
Lavern and Beverly Deming  
Nancy Dennis  
Chris & Laura Devine  
Christopher Diamond, dedicated to Sidney Diamond   
Lee Dodge    
Donald Dohlin  
Mysti Dye  
Kelly and Gregory  
Emily Fishwick, in honor of John Fishwick   
Fred Friedberg  
Bruce Friedberg  
Gary Frisch    
Leslie Futch. dedicated to Anna Dahlin   
Katherine Gekker. dedicated to Anne Beamer   
Robert Gollon  
Gregory Hannigan  
Janet Hannigan  
Kari Heisler  
Bryan Henrie  
Jim Henry    
Marilyn Henry  
Bruce Roland Herbst  
Tucker Hiatt  
Jeffrey Hill  
Jonathan Jablonsky  
Mary Jelinek  
Christina Jurgenson  
Anna Kyllonen  
Jacqueline Lamb  

Friend: $10–$99 
LeAnn Laudahl  
Shirley Le Forge, dedicated to Fran Smith   
Brandon and Meghan Lerch  
Susan Lerch. dedicated to Avery Lerch.  
Antje Liese-Muentinga    
Sigrid Lindholm MN Playathon   
Kristina Luchsinger  
Sally & Chris MacMillan, in memory of Roger Hinchliffe 
Melissa Marrion    
Sara Nelsen  
Jo Oneil, dedicated to Avery Lerch  
Bryan Oneil  
Harriet Otis  
Melissa Petersen  
Chao Pham  
Nathan Pinkham  
Constance Ratelle  
Lindsay Reine  
Maurice Robertson    
Lisa Roloff  
Sandra Roloff  
Kara Rowan  
Virginia Rudloff  
Kim and Alison Sachs  
Meghann Schmidt  
Judith Schoepflin    
Michael Scully  
Charlotte Sivanich  
Lisa Sparks  
Veronica Stein, dedicated to Dr. Judith Siegel   
Del and Chuck Steinbeisser  
Moin Syed  
Jennifer Taylor  
Darlene Thompson  
Jessica Tranby-Laudahl  
Caroline Unger, in honor of Laura Kennedy 
Sharon Wagener    
Eric Wagner  
Elcy Wang  
Gary Wege  
Jamie Wurtzberger 
Megan Wylie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MusicLink Foundation Staff and Coordinators 
Joanne Haroutounian, PhD. Executive Director 
Pam Jensen, National Administrative Assistant 
Sue Wege, National Director of Coordinators 
 
Regional Coordinators 
Northeast: Bonnie Callahan 
Southeast: Nora Martin 
Mid-Atlantic: Alana Colon 
Midwest/South Central: Sue Wege  
Southwest: Alissa Dorman

State Coordinators 
AR: Kay Lindley DE: Brian Bruce FL: Mackenzie Miller GA: Nora Martin HI: Akiko Sanai ID: Alissa 
Dorman IL: Deborah Meier KS: Zachary Seckman KY: Yukiko Fujimura  MA: Malena Rachelle ME: 
Malena Rachelle  MI: Michael Yu MN: Sue Wege NJ: Tammie Holloway OK: Charlotte Dumesnil OR: 
Annette Demsey PA: Bonnie Callahan  WA: Amanda Snell 
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